
PRO BONO PRACTICE 2010 ANNUAL REPORT



 Pro Bono Practice    1

CONTENTS

 Practice Overview 2

 The Year in Pro Bono 4

 Practice Highlights 

 Advocating for Domestic Violence Survivors 6

 Children’s Rights 6

 Disability Rights 7

 Death Penalty and Indigent Criminal Defense 7

 International Human Rights and Immigration  8

 Not-For-Profit Clients 10

 Prisoners’ Rights 12

 Veterans’ Rights 13

 Voters’ Rights 13

 New Projects 

 Response to Haitian Earthquake 14 

 New York Immigration Pardon Panel 15

 Externships in Public Interest Law 

 MFY Legal Services, Inc. 16

 Lawyers Alliance for New York 16

 Select Partner Organizations 

 New York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project 17

 Public International Law & Policy Group 17

 Sanctuary for Families 18

 Washington Irving High School 19



2    www.clearygottlieb.com  Pro Bono Practice    3

PRACTICE OVERVIEW

In 2010, Cleary Gottlieb continued to dedicate a significant amount of time and energy to 

the firm’s pro bono practice. As a result, the firm once again surpassed its pledge to devote 

at least three percent of all billable hours to pro bono clients. This steadfast effort reflects 

the firm’s longstanding philosophy on pro bono work—it is a privilege to practice law and a 

duty to give back to the community. 

Cleary Gottlieb lawyers worked on a broad spectrum of pro bono and public service projects 

last year. Our lawyers argued and won path-breaking decisions for immigrants in the federal 

courts of appeals, before the Bureau of Immigration Affairs, and in front of immigration 

judges; assisted veterans as well as other indigent persons with disabilities in gaining access 

to benefits; guided not-for-profit organizations through the incorporation process, as well as 

on tax, real estate, contract and intellectual property issues; protected the rights of domestic 

violence survivors by filing orders of protection and securing immigration relief; assisted 

artists with intellectual property and contracts; prepared bankruptcy petitions for pro se 

applicants; continued to represent Guantánamo Bay detainees in their effort to get legal 

redress; filed several criminal appeals, securing a retrial for one client due to prosecutorial 

misconduct; filed and/or settled several 1983 cases including a large jury award for one 

client; secured guardianship for kinship caregivers when the parents were incapable of acting 

as their children’s guardians; continued to represent several New York City charter schools; 

and partnered with not-for-profit organizations on community development projects. 

Cleary Gottlieb lawyers met regularly with not-for-profit legal service providers, public 

interest law groups and longstanding pro bono clients to discuss the latest developments in 

pro bono service provision and to determine how the firm’s varied legal talent could be best 

used to continue to assist communities in need. 

In 2010, the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy, Lawyers Alliance for New York, the 

Legal Aid Society, Legal Services NYC, the New York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project, 

Sanctuary for Families, and the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights honored 

Cleary Gottlieb’s pro bono program for its outstanding services.

Cleary Gottlieb dedicated 66,248 in 
pro bono and public service hours in 2010, 
over 3 percent of all billable hours.

In 2010, approximately two-thirds of 
all Cleary Gottlieb lawyers worldwide 
were active in pro bono and public 
service programs. On average, 46 hours 
of pro bono and public service time 
were billed per lawyer worldwide. 
In the U.S. offices, lawyers devoted 
an average of 70 hours per year.

THE COMMUNITY LEGAL 

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE IN 2010:

Ryan Becker
Arminda Bepko
Kimberly B. Blacklow
Kenneth Blazejewski
Evan A. Davis, ex officio
Paul E. Glotzer
Lindsee Granfield, ex officio
Steven G. Horowitz, ex officio
Lewis J. Liman, Chair
Mitchell A. Lowenthal, ex officio
Avram E. Luft
Thomas J. Moloney, ex officio
Christopher Moore
Francesca L. Odell, ex officio
Allan G. Sperling, ex officio
David L. Sugerman, Vice Chair
Mark A. Walker, ex officio
David E. Webb, ex officio

Photo courtesy of the Rural China Education 
Foundation (RCEF) www.ruralchina.org
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THE YEAR IN PRO BONO

JANUARY

Cleary Gottlieb hosted a training on 

representing immigrants with criminal 

charges in cooperation with the Federal 

Bar Counsel Public Service Committee 

and the Legal Aid Society of New York. 

The staff of the Medicare Rights Center 

joined interested lawyers for a luncheon 

training to learn how Cleary Gottlieb 

volunteers can assist indigent individuals 

with Medicare appeals for denials of access 

to medical coverage. 

FEBRUARY

The firm hosted a Pro bono Practice 

Luncheon for all lawyers to learn more 

about the firm’s diverse pro bono docket.

MARCH

Cleary Gottlieb hosted the Annual Pro 

bono Coordinators’ Meeting, attended 

by over 70 law firm pro bono coordinators 

from around the country.

APRIL

The staff of MFY Legal Services 

joined Cleary Gottlieb lawyers for a 

discussion of the Kinship Caregiver Law 

Project, which provides representation 

for guardianship, custody and private 

placement adoptions to grandparents and 

other family members who are taking care 

of related children outside of the formal 

foster care system.

MAY

The Pro Bono Appreciation Event was 

held on Tuesday, May 11, 2010. Former 

Cleary Gottlieb associate and current general 

counsel to the Open Society Institute, 

Ricardo Castro, was the keynote speaker.

JUNE

The firm hosted a breakfast meeting with 

our partner organization, Sanctuary for 

Families (SFF). SFF provides legal and 

support services to survivors of domestic 

violence while advocating for awareness of 

the realities of domestic violence. 

Cleary Gottlieb held an informational 

luncheon with the Vance Center for 

International Justice founder Joan 

Vermeulen and other key staff. 

JULY

Cleary Gottlieb hosted a citywide training for 

MFY’s Kinship Caregiver Law Project.

The firm sponsored a training by the 

New York Immigration Pardon Panel 

Working Group for volunteer attorneys 

interested in representing pro bono clients 

before a new pardon board established 

by then Governor Paterson. The board 

reviews cases of legal immigrants at risk of 

deportation for minor or old convictions.

Cleary Gottlieb hosted a lively lunchtime 

discussion of current issues in immigration 

law and the federal court system. Our 

guests, Professor Lenni Benson of 

New York Law School and Associate 

Professor Jill Family of Widener Law 

School, discussed what has happened 

in the federal courts with regard to 

immigration judicial review, and what the 

circuit courts have done or have failed to 

do to adapt to the changing immigration 

law landscape.

SEPTEMBER

Senior Staff from Volunteer Lawyers for 

the Arts (VLA) joined interested Cleary 

Gottlieb lawyers to discuss VLA’s mission, 

what it is like to work with indigent artists 

and VLA’s diverse pro bono opportunities. 

Cleary Gottlieb’s immigration mentors 

held a brown bag luncheon to discuss 

the Firm’s immigration docket, projects, 

and developments.

OCTOBER

The firm hosted a CLE training with pro 

bono partner Brooklyn Legal Services 

Corporation A on assisting indigent 

persons with disability claims. 

Cleary Gottlieb participated once again 

in the Homeless Experience Legal 

Protection Program for the month of 

October. The program enables volunteers 

to assist the homeless population by 

creating legal clinics in shelters to address 

unmet legal needs. 

NOVEMBER

In response to the needs of Haitian 

nationals who arrived after the January 

2010 earthquake, Cleary Gottlieb hosted 

a citywide training on How to Apply for 

Deferred Action Relief for Haitian 

Nationals. The Haitians who arrived after 

the earthquake are statutorily ineligible 

for Temporary Protected Status granted 

to those nationals in the United States at 

the time of the earthquake, but they may 

be eligible to apply for deferred action, a 

kind of discretionary, humanitarian relief. 

When granted, deferred action allows an 

individual to live and work legally in the 

United States for at least one year.

DECEMBER

Cleary Gottlieb hosted a training of the 

Courtroom Advocates Project (CAP).  

CAP enables not-yet-admitted attorneys 

to assist domestic violence survivors with 

securing orders of protection against 

their batterers.

During the Women’s Working Group’s 

sixth annual winter donation drive, Cleary 

Gottlieb staff donated more than 60 bags 

of clothing and books to benefit pro bono 

partner Sanctuary for Families, which 

provides integrated services to domestic 

violence survivors in New York City.

Cleary Gottlieb successfully concluded 
several arts, not-for-profit, land use 
and affordable housing deals this year, 
including representing four charter schools 
with their real estate and corporate 
governance needs. The firm also represented 
several microfinance institutions on 
innovative financing programs.

(Top to bottom) “My Kids Laugh Again” by 
Adelita, SFF client, domestic violence survivor; 
Dr. Marjorie Hill, CEO addressing the GMHC 
staff; Girl holding fish, courtesy of SFF

Photo by Ally Dommu
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PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

Advocating for Domestic Violence Survivors

Cleary Gottlieb won an important ruling on behalf of the Domestic Violence Legal 

Empowerment & Appeals Project (DV LEAP). Cleary Gottlieb represented DV LEAP as an 

amicus before the Washington DC Court of Appeals. On behalf of DV LEAP, Cleary Gottlieb 

argued for reversal of an award of attorneys’ fees imposed as a sanction against a pro se 

litigant who sought a temporary protective order. The lower court had awarded attorneys’ 

fees to the opposing party, a lawyer proceeding pro se, at his corporate hourly rate. Cleary 

Gottlieb filed an amicus brief challenging the award on the grounds that, among other 

things, lawyers proceeding pro se are not entitled to attorneys’ fees. In an opinion issued on 

September 9, 2010, the Court reversed the award of sanctions.

In New York City, Cleary Gottlieb successfully represented Ms. G, a resident of New York 

City and a victim of domestic abuse, in her divorce proceeding. The Cleary Gottlieb team 

filed suit in late 2009 and Ms. G’s divorce was granted in June 2010.

Children’s Rights

Cleary Gottlieb has been working on guardianship and adoption cases from the Kinship 

Caregiver Project at MFY Legal Services Inc. (MFY) since the launch of their program in 

2005. In 2010, Cleary Gottlieb took on our first contested matter from the project and 

successfully represented pro bono clients Ms. G and her sister Ms. G in their petition for 

permanent custody of their grandnephew, D. Throughout his childhood, Ms. G and Ms. G 

had lovingly cared for and helped raise D during times when his biological mother went on 

drug binges and spent time in and out of drug treatment centers and prison. Since 2008, 

when Ms. G and Ms. G were granted temporary custody, D has been living with them in 

New York. Ms. G and Ms. G ’s petition for permanent custody was opposed by a competing 

petition for custody filed by the mother. After trial dates were scheduled, contentious 

discussions between the parties ensued. However, after months of negotiations, the 

dedication of Cleary Gottlieb and the assistance of MFY, Ms. G and Ms. G secured joint 

permanent custody of D through a stipulated settlement between the parties that also 

provides for structured visitation rights for his biological mother.

Cleary Gottlieb’s London office continued its involvement in the “School Twinning 

Program,” a program run by the United Kingdom’s Citizenship Foundation. A number of 

law firms in London participate in this program, which entails pairing a law firm with one or 

more classes at inner-city London schools in order to teach the legal aspects of citizenship 

to 14 and 15 year-olds. This program offers the children the chance to learn and discuss a 

range of topics such as employment law, rights and responsibilities, and human rights with 

members of the legal profession, as well as to meet legal professionals. Cleary Gottlieb is 

working with the Swanlea School in an underserved community of the London borough 

of Tower Hamlets. The program has proved very popular not only with the school, but also 

among Cleary Gottlieb’s lawyers, who have signed up in significant numbers.

Twelve Cleary Gottlieb lawyers were 
recipients of The Legal Services NYC’s 2010 
Pro Bono Recognition Awards for their efforts 
on behalf of low-income New Yorkers.

Disability Rights

The Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights awarded Cleary Gottlieb an Outstanding 

Achievement Award in recognition of the firm’s work on a lawsuit to make the John A. Wilson 

Building, which houses the offices and chambers of the Council and the Mayor of the District 

of Columbia, more accessible to people with disabilities and to revise the District’s emergency 

evacuation procedures to include procedures for the evacuation of people with disabilities. Cleary 

Gottlieb represented the plaintiffs in the lawsuit and obtained a settlement with the District that 

requires the District to make specific improvements to the Wilson Building, and to adopt procedures 

to evacuate persons with disabilities from the Wilson Building in the event of an emergency. 

Cleary Gottlieb continued working with Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A on its Social 

Security Disability Insurance appeals practice, assisting indigent disabled persons with 

accessing Social Security benefits. 

Death Penalty

Cleary Gottlieb represents Donald Fell in a federal habeas proceeding related to his 2005 

capital murder conviction. The case was originally tried before a jury after an agreement by 

which Fell consented to enter a guilty plea in exchange for life imprisonment was rejected 

by Attorney General Ashcroft. The Vermont U.S. Attorney was instructed to seek the death 

penalty. Mr. Fell’s motion argues that his conviction and sentence should be vacated on a 

number of grounds, including that the jury convicted and sentenced Fell to death without 

hearing evidence regarding significant mitigating factors, including critical information 

regarding Fell’s traumatic childhood, a history of mental health problems, and struggles 

with substance abuse. Both the sentence and conviction were affirmed on appeal to the 

Second Circuit, and the Supreme Court denied certiorari. Cleary Gottlieb, along with co-

counsel, prepared a § 2255 motion alleging that Fell’s conviction and death sentence were 

obtained in violation of his constitutional rights.

Indigent Criminal Appeal

Cleary Gottlieb won a criminal appeal on behalf of pro bono client Mr. O when the New 

York Appellate Division, First Department unanimously reversed Mr. O’s burglary conviction 

because the prosecutor’s repeated misconduct deprived Mr. O of a fair trial. Mr. O had been 

sentenced to 20 years to life imprisonment, and his case was to be remanded for a new 

trial. Cleary Gottlieb received the case through the Volunteer Lawyer Program at the Office 

of the Appellate Defender.

Cleary Gottlieb and three lawyers 
were honored by the Legal Aid Society 
for outstanding pro bono service to 
Legal Aid Society and its clients. 

In 2010, Cleary Gottlieb ranked #9 
on The American Lawyer’s A-List—a 
carefully weighted ranking of the top 20 
AmLaw 200 firms based on revenue per 
lawyer, pro bono performance, treatment 
and development of young lawyers, and 
workplace diversity. Cleary Gottlieb 
is one of only two firms to have been 
ranked among the top 10 on the list 
every year since its inception in 2003.
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International Human Rights and Immigration

The firm opened 22 new international human rights cases, 13 of which involve immigration 

and/or asylum issues. This year the firm won eight immigration victories for clients from 

Albania, Zimbabwe, Central African Republic, Paraguay, Jamaica, Iraq and Honduras. The 

remaining cases await resolution by the U.S. Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) and immigration courts.

Immigrant Rights as Civil Rights

Cleary Gottlieb accepted the opportunity to work with a group of students and professors 

from the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization at Yale Law School, representing eleven 

plaintiffs in a civil action against several Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Officers 

and the United States on claims arising out of an immigration enforcement raid in New Haven, 

Connecticut in June 2007. Thirty two people were arrested during this raid, most of them 

bystanders and not the persons the ICE agents were seeking. Plaintiffs brought Federal Tort 

Claims Act and Bivens claims grounded in actions that they allege constitute violations of the 

fourth and fifth amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

In December of 2010, Judge Underhill of the District of Connecticut, who is presiding over the 

civil action, ruled on two motions to dismiss filed by the defendants. Judge Underhill rejected 

the government’s argument that a district court lacked jurisdiction over these civil rights claims 

arising from immigration actions. He also held that the four supervisor defendants named in 

the case were not immune to suit, and that the claims against them would go forward. The 

government filed an appeal to the Second Circuit on the issues of the supervisors’ liability and 

the claims that defendants were unconstitutionally motivated by race.

Following the positive decision on the motions to dismiss, plaintiffs have continued to 

pursue written discovery and deposition testimony from the defendants and third parties 

that were involved in the raids. The parties have been negotiating for potential settlement 

and will participate in a court ordered mediation in May 2011.

Immigrant Rights as Human Rights

Cleary Gottlieb was amicus counsel to a group of human rights organizations in the recent 

victory before the Third Circuit in Lozano v. City of Hazleton, which struck down as pre-

empted by federal law, two local ordinances prohibiting the employment of and provision 

of rental housing to illegal immigrants. Similar ordinances have been enacted across the 

country, and the Third Circuit was the first Court of Appeals to address these issues.

Amici included the National Economic and Social Rights Initiative and the Columbia Law 

School Human Rights Clinic. Amici argued that the harsh provisions of the ordinances 

severely impaired basic human rights to housing and to earn a minimal living, which 

are widely recognized within international human rights law and across the world in 

national jurisprudence. Amici also argued that the ordinances violated international due 

process norms by failing to provide an adequate opportunity for individuals to challenge 

their application, and created an impermissible risk that employers and landlords would 

discriminate on the basis of race or ethnicity in violation of international law.

Advising on Public International Law Matters

The firm’s international human rights docket also includes providing counsel to several 

microfinance institutions including FINCA International, ACDI/VOCA, Pro Mujer, and Nobel 

Prize winner Grameen Foundation; the continuing representation of Guantánamo Bay 

detainees; providing analysis and advice on public international law matters to Independent 

Diplomat, an organization dedicated to advising inexperienced and marginalized groups on 

how to have their voices heard in diplomatic and international affairs; and working with the 

Public International Law & Policy Group to assist the Office of the Co-Prosecutors for the 

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) in connection with several issues 

before the court.

Cleary Gottlieb Wins Resettlement 

for Iraqi Refugee

Cleary Gottlieb successfully represented 
an Iraqi refugee in Jordan in seeking 
reconsideration of the denial of his 
application for resettlement in the United 
States. The client was referred to the firm 
by the Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project 
(IRAP). The client, a native of Iraq, fled 
to Jordan with his siblings in 2001. His 
claim for resettlement was based on the 
treatment he endured in Iraq on account 
of his religious beliefs. Cleary Gottlieb 
successfully challenged the initial denial 
of his application for resettlement by 
submitting a request for reconsideration 
with the Department of Homeland Security, 
which led to a new interview with DHS 
officials and approval of his resettlement. 
He has now rejoined his siblings who had 
moved to the United States after being 
approved for resettlement in 2009. 

Left: A family listens to IRAP 
students discuss their legal options for 
resettlement during a trip to Amman. Photo by Susannah Stevens
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Not-For-Profit Clients

At Cleary Gottlieb, pro bono encompasses a diverse range of projects and draws on lawyers 

from various practice areas throughout the firm. The firm’s corporate pro bono practice 

included assistance to over 100 not-for-profit organizations. Cleary Gottlieb’s assistance 

included incorporating entities, finding suitable tax structures, reviewing leasing and/or 

financing contracts, analyzing intellectual property matters and advising on corporate 

governance laws. A sampling of organizations for which Cleary Gottlieb has done work is 

included below.

Coney Island Preparatory Charter School: Cleary Gottlieb assisted the organization 

with 501(c)(3) and tax-exempt filings, as well as negotiating their lease with the New York 

City Housing Authority and ongoing real estate needs. Coney Island Prep runs a rigorous 

academic program with the goal of ensuring students in grades 5-12 develop the academic 

skills and character necessary for success in selective schools and in their careers.

The Council for Zimbabwe: Cleary Gottlieb assisted the Council for Zimbabwe with 

obtaining 501(c)(3) status and provided general corporate law advice. The Council for 

Zimbabwe is an apolitical organization formed to mobilize financial, human, and material 

resources to respond to the humanitarian and development needs in Zimbabwe. The 

Counsel for Zimbabwe identified the exodus of professionals from Zimbabwe over the last 

decade as a primary obstacle to the country’s successful development. The organization 

plans to create an information portal and database to mobilize and match professionals 

abroad with institutions in need of expertise in Zimbabwe; to facilitate meetings between 

the diaspora, development agencies, and Zimbabwean policy makers; and to establish a 

fund to provide financial support to students. 

FINCA International: The firm reviewed ongoing financing transactions and developed 

model financing agreements for the organization. FINCA International is a microlending 

organization with a mission to provide financial services to the world’s lowest-income 

entrepreneurs so they can create jobs, build assets, and improve their standard of living.  

With 21 programs in Africa, Eurasia, the Greater Middle East and Latin America, FINCA 

provides life-improving small loans, averaging $532, to nearly 700,000 clients, who repay 

their loans at a remarkable 97 percent.

Food Studies Institute (FSI): Cleary Gottlieb is assisting FSI with corporate governance 

and compliance matters. FSI educates children and their families about the importance of 

eating healthy foods. FSI programs instill in school age children an enthusiasm for healthy 

eating by teaching them the short and long term effects of food on their bodies and minds, 

and by equipping them with the know-how to help prepare meals with healthy ingredients 

for themselves and their families.

GMHC: GMHC is a not-for-profit, volunteer-supported and community-based organization 

committed to national leadership in the fight against AIDS, whose mission is to end the AIDS 

epidemic and to uplift the lives of all affected. GMHC provides advocacy, prevention, and 

care services to about 11,000 men, women, and families that are living with, or affected by, 

HIV/AIDS in New York City, and also advocates for scientific, evidence-based public health 

solutions for hundreds of thousands worldwide. Cleary Gottlieb’s work for GMHC includes 

legal research on corporate governance structures, lease negotiations, and contract review.

Independent Diplomat: Cleary Gottlieb helped in reviewing its lease agreements, 

with human resource questions and also provided substantive legal advice on issues of 

public international law. Independent Diplomat is an organization dedicated to advising 

inexperienced and marginalized groups on how to have their voices heard in diplomatic and 

international affairs. 

Pro Publica: Cleary Gottlieb helped organize this 30 person not-for-profit investigative 

reporting agency, whose work has been featured in The New York Times and other national 

media outlets. We also helped with lease negotiations and intellectual property issues.

Sauti Yetu Center for African Women, Inc: Sauti Yetu is a not-for-profit organization 

based in New York City that empowers immigrant African women and girls to articulate, 

demand and exercise their human rights, with a focus on reproductive and sexual health 

and rights, gender-based violence, and enhancing women’s and girls’ leadership. Sauti Yetu 

means “Our Voice” in Swahili, a language spoken in most of east and central Africa. Cleary 

Gottlieb has assisted with corporate legal needs, including lease negotiations and corporate 

structure as well as substantive research into African family law.

Special Olympics Italia (ONLUS): Cleary Gottlieb provides corporate legal advice to 

Special Olympics Italia, a not-for-profit organization and an accredited program of Special 

Olympics International. Special Olympics’ mission is to provide sports training and athletic 

competition for individuals with intellectual disabilities; encouraging them to develop 

physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and to participate in a sharing of 

gifts, skills, and friendship with their families, other athletes, and the wider community. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy, a 
not-for-profit organization that advocates 
for and supports the development of 
a park along the downtown Brooklyn 
waterfront, honored Cleary Gottlieb 
for its pro bono legal assistance.

Cleary Gottlieb lawyers were presented 
with a Lawyers Alliance for New York 
2010 Cornerstone Award honoring 
outstanding pro bono legal services to 
not-for-profits. They were honored for their 
work assisting Coney Island Prep, the first 
public charter school in South Brooklyn. 

Photo by Etienne Frossard
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Veterans’ Rights

Cleary Gottlieb continues to staff monthly veterans’ clinics housed at the New York City Bar 

Association and to take on new veterans’ disability appeals.

The firm won disability benefits for a Vietnam veteran pro bono client following a successful 

appeal to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. During his tour in Vietnam, the veteran was 

exposed repeatedly to loud noises, including a mortar blast on one occasion that went 

off inches from his head. Although he sought medical treatment for his injury at the time, 

neither the treatment nor his injury was documented. Beginning in 1974, the veteran sought 

disability benefits for hearing loss but was denied because his separation physical included a 

partial hearing test that did not indicate a hearing disability.

Working with The American Legion and the National Veterans Legal Services Program, 

Cleary Gottlieb began assisting the veteran in 2008. Cleary Gottlieb’s brief to the Board of 

Veterans’ Appeals cited lay evidence from family members and soldiers who served with the 

veteran, an expert medical opinion, medical evidence, and recent case law that supported 

linking the veteran’s hearing disability to his service. The Board held that the weight of the 

evidence supported the veteran’s claim and the veteran was notified that he would receive 

Veterans Administration disability compensation benefits as a result of his successful appeal.

Voters’ Rights

Cleary Gottlieb, working with Brick Court Chambers and acting on behalf of James Preston, 

applied for judicial review of the British law that strips British citizens living overseas for 

more than 15 years of the right to vote in Parliamentary elections. The argument states 

that the law penalizes British citizens as a result of their exercise of free movement and 

establishment rights guaranteed by the European Union and is in violation of European Law. 

Though exceptions exist for the military, civil servants, and British Council employees, 

all other British citizens, including Church of England missionaries and English teachers 

at British schools, lose the right to vote after 15 years abroad, a situation that does not 

occur in the United States or other major countries in the European Union such as France, 

Germany, Italy, and Spain. The only other British citizens who do not enjoy the right to vote 

are children, individuals who suffer from mental illness, and criminals.

Cleary Gottlieb continues its involvement with the Election Protection project in the United 

States. Election Protection is the nation’s largest nonpartisan voter protection coalition, which 

is led by the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. Election Protection’s mission is to 

enhance voters’ understanding of their right to vote and to monitor election problems, which 

helps ensure that all voters have an equal opportunity to participate in the political process. Every 

year during election season this coalition operates a free hotline - 866-OUR-VOTE - for voters 

to call with questions ranging from where to vote to reporting serious electoral irregularities, 

including voter intimidation. In 2010, over 20,000 calls were made to the hotline on Election 

Day. Cleary Gottlieb participates on the Election Protection steering committee for New York 

and Cleary Gottlieb volunteers actively participate in the hotline and other related activities.

Freshwater Project International:

Cleary Gottlieb is assisting Freshwater 
Project International with its formation 
as a non-profit corporation and related 
tax-exemption filings. The organization 
aims to provide clean water, sanitation and 
hygiene services to people in developing 
countries, with a present focus on Malawi. 
The African based partner organization, 
Freshwater Malawi, was the subject of 
a documentary titled “WATER FIRST: 
Reaching the MDGs” by Amy Hart.

The Rural China Education Foundation (RCEF): Cleary Gottlieb continued to assist 

with corporate structuring advice relating to operations in China, Hong Kong and the 

United States. RCEF is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of rural 

Chinese children through quality education, including supporting curriculum and teaching 

methods that enable well-rounded development, inspire joy in learning, and prepare 

students to make positive change in their communities.

Wildcat Service Corp: Cleary Gottlieb continues to help this 36 year-old job training 

and placement organization, which pioneered many of the techniques used by agencies 

nationwide. Our work includes litigation and general corporate matters.

Prisoners’ Rights

Cleary Gottlieb prevailed in a three day jury trial before the Honorable Barbara S. Jones in 

the Southern District of New York on behalf of pro bono client, Mr. B. Mr. B, a convicted 

felon, filed a claim pro se in 2001 after three prison guards at Green Haven Correctional 

Facility conducted an invasive strip-frisk that was designed to harass and intimidate Mr. B 

and coerce him into becoming a confidential informant for the benefit of the guards.

A jury of eight men and women found the conduct of the prison guards so objectionable 

that, despite the fact that Mr. B suffered no lasting physical injuries, they awarded Mr. B 

$20,000 in punitive damages in addition to an award of $3 in nominal damages.
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NEW PROJECTS

At Cleary Gottlieb, pro bono is not a static set of programs. The firm encourages its 

lawyers to take the initiative on new projects and respond to developing legal needs and 

opportunities to assist the disenfranchised.

Response to the Haitian Earthquake

Charitable Donations: After the devastating earthquake in Haiti on January 12, 2010, 

Cleary Gottlieb rallied its resources to meet some of the legal needs of those affected. Initially, 

the firm made three large donations to relief organizations operating on the ground, and in 

addition offered matching donations up to $200 per employee.

Temporary Protected Status Clinics: At the time of the earthquake there were an 

estimated 450,000 Haitian nationals living in the United States, about 130,000 in New 

York. On January 15, 2010, the United States government issued regulations permitting 

undocumented Haitian nationals living in the United States at the time of the earthquake the 

right to apply for Temporary Protected Status (TPS). A grant of TPS enables Haitian nationals to 

stay and work in the United States legally for 18 months from the date of the earthquake. 

By January 23, over 20 French and/or Creole speaking Cleary Gottlieb lawyers were trained 

in how to screen potential applicants for eligibility and to assist them with filing their 

petitions pro se, or under the auspices of a public interest law organization. Cleary Gottlieb 

volunteers then staffed weekly clinics held by the New York City Bar Association, the New 

York Legal Assistance Group, the City University of New York, Catholic Charities, and/or the 

Lutheran Social Services of New York, while other volunteers translated vital documents for 

the Legal Aid Society’s outreach efforts. 

Improving U.S. Food Aid: Cleary Gottlieb volunteers drafted legal memorandums for the 

New York University Center for Human Rights and Global Justice on the topic of U.S. laws and 

regulations governing food aid, with the goal of improving the efficacy of food aid to Haiti. 

Empowering Haitian-Americans: The firm was approached to assist the Haitian 

Roundtable. The Haitian Roundtable is a not-for-profit organization based in New York City 

that seeks to heighten awareness of Haitians as an emerging constituency and promote 

support for Haitian causes through programs, networking, forums and events. Cleary 

Gottlieb is assisting The Haitian Roundtable in filing for tax exempt status under federal, 

state, and local law.

Deferred Action Clinics: In the fall of 2010, as Haitian earthquake survivors who were 

in the United States on legal visas started facing a return to their devastated homeland, 

Cleary Gottlieb along with Brooklyn Defender Services, the Brooklyn Bar Volunteer Lawyers 

Program, and Lutheran Social Services of New York, organized and sponsored a training on 

deferred action applications. 

The Haitians who survived the earthquake and were able to flee Haiti to the United States 

in the weeks and months following the disaster are in need of pro bono legal assistance 

to extend their legal stay and to enable them to apply for work authorization. The Haitians 

who arrived after the earthquake are statutorily ineligible for Temporary Protected Status, 

but they may be eligible to apply for deferred action, a kind of discretionary, humanitarian 

relief. When granted, deferred action allows an individual to live and work legally in the 

United States for at least one year.

Cleary Gottlieb lawyers assist with weekly clinic intake and/or direct representation. At 

the clinics, volunteers assist the clinic legal staff with drafting compelling affidavits and 

analyzing the supporting documents for the applicants. When taking a direct referral, 

volunteers work with pre-screened clients to draft the affidavits, collect supporting 

evidence, file the application, and remain attorney of record until relief is granted.

New York Immigration Pardon Project

Cleary Gottlieb successfully represented Mr. D, a citizen of Antigua-Barbuda, in his 

application for a pardon from former New York Governor David Paterson. The pardon was 

granted under the auspices of the Immigration Pardon Panel, a panel created by Governor 

Paterson to provide recommendations on pardons for non-citizens facing deportation as 

a result of prior criminal convictions for relatively minor offenses. Out of more than 1,100 

applications, only thirty pardons were issued by the governor, whose term in office ended 

on December 31, 2010.

Mr. D is a lawful permanent resident of the United States who immigrated here with his 

family nearly thirty years ago. He was convicted of grand larceny in the third degree in 1997, 

a crime for which he was sentenced to one to three years’ imprisonment. After serving six 

months in a “boot camp” program, Mr. D was released on parole, which he completed 

without incident in 2001. In 2007, upon returning to the United States from a trip to visit 

family abroad, Mr. D was detained by immigration authorities and placed into removal 

proceedings. Unbeknownst to him, under the federal immigration laws, his decade-old 

crime subjected him to automatic deportation and rendered him ineligible for almost all 

forms of relief, despite many positive factors in his case, including the nonviolent nature 

of his crime and the length of time that had passed since his conviction, his successful 

rehabilitation, his strong ties to his community, his educational achievements, his volunteer 

work, and his solid work history. 

Governor Paterson’s panel was created to ameliorate the effects of harsh immigration laws 

and help individuals like Mr. D who have paid their debt to society and become productive 

members of their communities. The granting of the pardon resolved Mr. D’s immigration 

proceedings, which were dismissed with prejudice in March 2011, allowing him to remain 

in the United States and ultimately have the chance to pursue his dream of becoming a 

naturalized citizen.

Cleary Gottlieb successfully represented 
Mr. M, an elderly retired Haitian artist 
living in Brooklyn, in securing Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) under the 
Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) 
program for Haitian nationals unable 
to return to Haiti safely in the aftermath 
of the devastating January 12, 2010 
earthquake. Working with the New York 
Legal Assistance Group, Cleary Gottlieb 
assisted Mr. M in completing and filing 
his application, which was granted in 
July 2010. TPS status enables Mr. M to 
legally reside in Brooklyn for 18 months 
without fear of deportation. It is hoped that 
DHS will extend the grant of TPS given 
Haiti’s slow recovery from the earthquake. 
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Testament to the firm’s deep-rooted commitment to pro bono and the importance of 

giving back to the communities in which it serves, Cleary Gottlieb became the first law 

firm to provide public interest law externships in 1968 and has continued to do so for over 

40 years. In 2010, Cleary Gottlieb sponsored two public interest externship programs, 

whereby on a rotating basis Cleary Gottlieb associates are placed for four months in a 

full-time position at one of two legal service organizations in New York City. 

MFY Legal Services Inc.

Since 1969, Cleary Gottlieb has sponsored an externship at MFY Legal Services, Inc. 

(MFY). MFY provides civil legal representation and community education to nearly 5,000 

households each year. The organization’s effectiveness over the years has been rooted in 

community participation and its collaborative delivery of services that address the multiple 

and interrelated problems affecting low income families and individuals. Approximately 

156,000 eligible low-income people reside in MFY’s Manhattan service areas of Chinatown, 

Lower East Side, Manhattan Valley, East Harlem, and Clinton. Cleary Gottlieb externs 

generally work in MFY’s housing department and represent indigent New Yorkers in 

housing court. 

Lawyers Alliance for New York

Created in 1989, Cleary Gottlieb’s externship with Lawyers Alliance for New York (LAWYERS 

ALLIANCE) continues to provide the firm’s lawyers firsthand experience in the world of 

not-for-profit law. LAWYERS ALLIANCE is New York City’s largest provider of business 

law services to the not-for-profit community and provides pro bono opportunities for law 

firms and in-house counsel. LAWYERS ALLIANCE staff and volunteers serve thousands of 

not-for-profit clients each year, advising them on corporate structure and governance, tax, 

real estate, employment and other business and transactional law issues. The legal services 

provided strengthen the organizations’ abilities to achieve their missions and improve the 

lives of the communities and individuals that they serve.

EXTERNSHIPS IN PUBLIC 
INTEREST LAW 

 “Working at MFY was as rewarding an 
experience I could have ever hoped for. Going 
to work knowing that I would be helping 
people in their hour of greatest need – and 
getting results – is exactly why I went to law 
school. I was also able to develop important 
skills necessary for building a successful legal 
career, such as negotiating with opposing 
counsel, courtroom advocacy and working 
closely with clients. MFY is a top notch 
organization, and I am proud I had the 
opportunity to be a part of their mission to 
help New Yorkers in the greatest need.” 
– Ryan Becker, Cleary Gottlieb associate

 “My experience as an extern at MFY was 
fulfilling in so many ways. Working with 
clients directly and advocating on their behalf 
in housing court on a regular basis was 
invaluable to my professional growth. And 
helping indigent tenants stay in their homes 
is a great feeling. It was truly a privilege 
to work with the talented professionals at 
MFY, serving those who otherwise would be 
without legal representation.” 
– Kathleya Chotiros, Cleary Gottlieb associate

 “The Lawyers Alliance externship was a 
watershed event in my legal career. It enabled 
me to feel genuinely integrated into the 
public service work of the broader New York 
City legal community. I worked side-by-side 
with the dedicated people and innovative 
organizations that strive to improve life in 
the city’s low-income communities. This 
diverse group of heroes gave me experience 
across a wide range of practice areas and 
instilled a greater sense of confidence in 
my ability to use what I have learned at 
Cleary to help our city’s residents in tangible 
ways. I am forever thankful to have worked 
with and learned from the brilliant, fun 
and inspiring staff at Lawyers Alliance.” 
– Kevin Jones, Cleary Gottlieb associate

SELECT PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

New York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project

Since its inception in 2005, Cleary Gottlieb has sponsored and volunteered with the New 

York City Bankruptcy Assistance Project (NYC BAP), which provides free legal assistance to 

low-income New Yorkers who need help with bankruptcy petitions. Cleary Gottlieb assists 

NYC BAP clients with preparing and filing pro se Chapter 7 bankruptcy petitions. Volunteers 

attend a six hour hands-on training, in which they learn to both screen clients and prepare 

bankruptcy petitions. 

Volunteers meet debtors at NYC BAP’s “Bankruptcy Workshops,” a general presentation 

followed by an interview with a volunteer. At that interview the volunteer assesses the 

debtor’s eligibility for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, and if deemed an appropriate candidate, the 

volunteer, with oversight by NYC BAP staff, assists eligible debtors in preparing bankruptcy 

petitions for filing pro se. The petition is reviewed by NYC BAP staff.

NYC BAP has been a leader in facilitating pro bono bankruptcy advocacy, initially helping 

to obtain an ethics opinion from the New York City Bar Association that enabled law firm 

attorneys to handle more bankruptcy pro bono work. And in 2009, NYC BAP worked with 

the bankruptcy courts in the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York to make possible the 

electronic filing of pro se bankruptcy petitions—the first place to do so in the United States.

Public International Law & Policy Group

Cleary Gottlieb started to work with the Public International Law & Policy Group (PILPG) in 

2009, after hearing the organization’s executive director speak at a NYC Bar Association 

event. PILPG, a 2005 Nobel Peace Prize nominee, is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 

which operates as a global pro bono law firm providing free legal assistance to states and 

governments involved in conflicts. To facilitate the utilization of this legal assistance, PILPG 

also provides policy formulation advice and training on matters related to conflict resolution.

Cleary Gottlieb worked with the PILPG on several matters, including advising PILPG and the 

Office of the Co-Prosecutors for the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia in 

connection with several issues before the court. Cleary Gottlieb is also preparing research 

memorandums and case studies for various PILPG projects, including helping an Asian 

government determine how best to transition towards the completion of its new constitution.

In 2010, eight Cleary Gottlieb 
associates were honored as “Dedicated 
NYC Bankruptcy Assistance Project 
Volunteers”. The awards were presented 
by Arthur Gonzalez, the Chief Judge 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, SDNY 
and Honorable Elizabeth Stong, Judge 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, EDNY.
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Sanctuary for Families 

Sanctuary for Families (SFF) is the largest nonprofit in New York State dedicated exclusively 

to serving domestic violence victims and their children. Each year, SFF helps thousands of 

victims and their children build safe lives by offering a range of high quality services to meet 

their complex needs. 

Courtroom Advocates Project

Understanding both the importance of family courts within the legal system and how 

underserved they often are, Cleary Gottlieb has long participated in the Courtroom 

Advocates Project (CAP) to help fill the existing gap in advocacy, education, and services 

in New York City’s family courts. Through CAP, law students and non-admitted lawyers 

are trained, supervised, and mentored in the intake and processing of orders of protection 

before these courts.

To recruit volunteers for this effort, Cleary Gottlieb hosted a luncheon with SFF which 

included a presentation reviewing the evolution of family law, as well as the challenges that 

domestic violence survivors face in the justice system today. The luncheon was followed 

up by CAP trainings covering the relevant law. After attending a training, the participating 

volunteers spend a day in family court interviewing domestic violence survivors and assisting 

them in drafting orders of protection. 

Immigration Relief for Domestic Violence Survivors

At the end of 2010, the firm had 13 active cases referred by SFF, including several affirmative 

asylum matters, matters before the immigration court, and Violence Against Women Act 

petitions, as well as U-visa and T-visa applications. The active asylum claims are on behalf of 

women fleeing honor killings, female genital cutting/mutilation, arranged marriages, and/or 

beatings at the hands of their husbands or fathers.

SFF honored a Cleary Gottlieb team for their advocacy on behalf of one such asylum client, 

Ms. L and her children. Ms. L is a domestic violence survivor from Nicaragua who came to 

the United States to escape severe abuse, but was wrongfully turned away by Department 

of Homeland Security (DHS). When she was almost killed by her abuser and tried to enter 

the country again, she was given the opportunity to ask a judge to allow her to stay. 

However, because of the earlier deportation, she was told she would never be allowed to 

bring her two children to join her in safety in the United States.

The Cleary Gottlieb team represents Ms. L in securing lawful immigration status. The team 

first filed an administrative appeal to DHS asking for Ms. L’s expedited removal order to be 

rescinded. After months of follow up with no results, the team filed a Federal Tort Claims 

Act complaint with DHS. As a result of that claim, DHS came to the table ready to negotiate 

a settlement in which it would rescind the prior removal order and allow Ms. L to become 

eligible for asylum, which if granted would enable her to bring her children to safety with 

her in the United States.

Cleary Gottlieb successfully 
represented several domestic 
violence survivors in their 
applications for U Nonimmigrant 
Status (known as a “U-visa”). 
U-visas are available to certain 
crime victims who assist police 
and prosecutors in bringing 
perpetrators to justice. Securing a 
U-visa means that the applicants 
are able to live and work legally in 
the United States, will be eligible 
to apply for adjustment of status 
to a lawful permanent resident, 
and eventually to naturalize 
and become a U.S. citizens.

“In my country, they don’t 
want to send women to school, 
because then they would have 
power. This is my daughter 
at her graduation. I was so 
proud.” – Ayesha, SFF client, 
domestic violence survivor. 

Washington Irving High School Partnership

In 1991, Cleary Gottlieb initiated a partnership with Washington Irving High School (WIHS), 

a New York City public school, in order to assist with the major challenge of revitalizing the 

perceived failure of the New York City public school system. The partnership allows the firm, 

as a whole, to participate in community service in an area where there is dramatic need. 

Major partnership programs include mentoring students one-on-one, providing college 

advising, offering SAT preparation courses, and sponsoring annual events that promote the 

various academic and cultural talents of the students. All personnel at the firm are invited 

to share their time and talents with WIHS students through participation in these programs 

and events. A partnership coordinator and a committee composed of lawyers, paralegals, 

and administrative employees facilitate the program from the New York office.

In 2010, more than 125 lawyers and staff from all of Cleary Gottlieb’s departments 

participated in the WIHS partnership, helping more than 400 students.

WIHS Program Opportunities

College Advising: The college advising program pairs volunteers with students who are 

seeking guidance on navigating the college application process. Cleary Gottlieb volunteers 

helped seniors prepare their college applications and former college admissions officers held 

office hours to field the students’ questions.

Mentoring: Each fall, a new set of Cleary Gottlieb volunteers “adopts” WIHS students in a “Big 

Brother/Big Sister”-type relationship. Mentors meet with their mentees for approximately four 

to six hours per month to help them set goals, identify interests, and explore New York City. 

Cleary Gottlieb’s mentoring program increased this year to 20 active mentee-mentor pairs.

SAT Preparation Classes: Cleary Gottlieb organized two SAT programs in 2010—one for 

seniors in the fall and one for juniors in the spring. Volunteers from all departments in the 

firm used practice tests, textbooks, vocabulary lists, math handouts, and games to review 

the basic areas of the exam.

College Fair: Each spring, Cleary Gottlieb collaborates with more than 40 college 

representatives to spend the evening speaking to WIHS students and parents about their 

institutions and assisting WIHS students in making decisions about college applications.

Emerging Artists: Each spring, Cleary Gottlieb celebrates the artistic efforts of students 

from Gramercy Arts High School, which is housed at WIHS, by sponsoring a reception 

featuring their work in the firm cafeteria. 

Legal Outreach: Each summer, Cleary Gottlieb participates in Legal Outreach, a summer 

legal internship for public high school students. As part of the program, Cleary Gottlieb, 

as well as other New York law firms, welcomes select students as summer interns for one 

week. WIHS students with summer jobs at Cleary Gottlieb are also invited to participate for 

a week of legal research, mock contract negotiation, brief writing, and litigation.

For 20 years, Cleary Gottlieb has maintained 
a partnership with Washington Irving 
High School, through which lawyers and 
staff at the firm provide educational, 
professional, and personal advice to students 
at this New York City public school.

Photo by Paige Stoyer
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Cleary Gottlieb’s Day of Service at WIHS: This community service day affords Cleary 

Gottlieb employees the opportunity to mingle with WIHS students and staff for various 

activities, including a treasure hunt of public monuments and buildings in the Union Square area, 

a visit to The Bodies Exhibit and to the Museum of American Finance, and a planting project. 

Success Day: Cleary Gottlieb volunteers, along with other business partners, participated 

in WIHS’s Success Day during the fall. Volunteers visit classrooms to discuss their careers 

and life choices with students. The day provides an excellent opportunity for students to be 

exposed to many different career paths. 

Model United Nations: Volunteers meet with students once a week at Cleary Gottlieb to 

help the Model UN team research, discuss, and write about the topics and countries they 

will represent at conferences throughout the school year. Volunteers also help students 

learn the rules of procedure and hone their presentation and speaking skills. During the 

2010-2011 school year, the Model UN Team attended conferences at the International High 

School in San Antonio and at Northwestern University.

New York College Access Coalition Collaboration: Throughout the year, Cleary 

Gottlieb holds collaborative events with the College Access Coalition of New York City. In 

2010, the coalition hosted interview, money management, and scholarship workshops for 

students from WIHS and from around the city.

Mock Trial: Cleary Gottlieb volunteers coach the WIHS Mock Trial Team. The coaches hold 

practices and escort the team to competitions. This year’s team of nearly all sophomores 

progressed further than any WIHS team has in the past, and became one of the top eight 

schools in Manhattan and the Bronx.

Cleary Gottlieb’s New York office continues 
to participate in Legal Outreach, a summer 
legal internship for public high school 
students. Legal Outreach is one of the largest 
pipeline diversity programs in the country, 
providing programs designed to assist 
students in securing a college education.
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Founded in 1946 by lawyers committed to legal excellence, internationalism, and diversity,
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP is a leading international law firm with more than 
1,100 lawyers around the world. The firm has 13 closely integrated offices in New York, 
Washington, D.C., Paris, Brussels, London, Moscow, Frankfurt, Cologne, Rome, Milan, 
Hong Kong, Beijing, and Buenos Aires. 

Under the rules of certain jurisdictions, this may constitute Attorney Advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Throughout this brochure, “Cleary Gottlieb” and the “firm” refer to Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
and its affiliated entities in certain jurisdictions, and the term “offices” includes offices of those affiliated entities. 11

.0
4

05
.0

3
_0

5.
0

6.
11


